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Memo FROM THE DESK OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 

To: Planning Commission  

Date:  6/2/2011 

Re: June 15 Planning Commission Meeting notes 

 PPO 1521 Police Powers Ordinance for Marihuana Business Licensing.  This is the 
companion piece to the zoning amendment.  These types of ordinances are authorized under 
state law for townships, and not the zoning law, and therefore do not require a public hearing.  
However, we will do the technical review and make a recommendation to the board.  The 
public is noticed after the ordinance is introduced at a township board meeting, and before it is 
adopted at a subsequent board meeting.  The public is notified of the meeting date the 
ordinance will be adopted and may comment at that time.  Andrea has indicated she needs to 
make a correction to include all the various aspects of these uses are inside a building, but had 
only cited state law that the growing will be in a closed lock facility.  The oversight might cause 
a transfer in the parking lot to be unaddressed. 

 TXT 1518 Review local ordinances on garage/yard sales and discuss a text amendment to 
regulate them.  I have provided the city and county regs on them.  Also of note is Deerfield 
Twp is identical to the County and Chippewa Twp is 3 days max, 5 times per year.  The 
townships north and south are not as similar to us as these units.  I have not done any data 
collection as Stan had suggested. 

 REZ 1519 – Spot zone fixes.  I have sent letters to affected properties.  I have had several 
conversations from the letter I sent out.  We will not have a hearing at this meeting as we need 
to take more input from those affected.  The letter sent is included. 

Charter Township of Union 



CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
 

Date: June 15, 2011 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 
Place:  Union Township Hall                                                  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call 
 
Minutes of May 18, 2011 regular meeting 
 
Correspondence 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Public Comment: restricted to three (3) minutes regarding issues not on this agenda 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1.)   PPO 1521 – Review General Township Ordinance “Marihuana Dispensary and   
  Marihuana Growing Licenses” by Hubbard Law of Lansing 

2.)   TXT 1518 – Discuss Need for Garage Sale Ordinance.  Review City and County   
  Regulations 

3.)   REZ 1519 -  Discuss Township Initiated Rezonings to Address Spot Zones 
 

Other Business 
 
Extended Public Comment 
 
Adjournment 
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION 
Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting 
 

A regular meeting of the Charter Township of Union Planning Commission was held on 
May 18, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Roll Call 
Dinse, Henley, Jankens, Mielke, Primeau, Shingles and Squattrito and Wagner were present.  
Fuller was excused. 
 
Others Present 
Woody Woodruff  
 
Approval of Minutes 
April 20, 2011 regular meeting minutes will be approved at the June 15, 2011 meeting. 
 
Correspondence 
No correspondence was submitted 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Shingles moved Wagner supported to approve the agenda as presented.  Ayes: all.  
Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment 
No comments were offered. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1.)  TXT 1505 – Medical Marihuana Zoning Amendment Public Hearing 
Andria Ditschman of the Hubbard Law Firm, Lansing, Michigan presented the zoning 
ordinance amendment for the medical use of marihuana with changes to the Commission. 
Public Hearing 
Opened at 8:07 p.m. 
No comments 
Closed at 8:08 p.m. 
Henley moved Mielke supported to recommend approval of TXT 1505 – Medical 
Marihuana Zoning Amendment with changes to the Board of Trustees.  Ayes: all.  
Motion carried. 
 

2.) TXT 1518 – Discuss Need for Garage Sale Ordinance 
A discussion was held on the need for a garage sale ordinance 
Woodruff and the Commissioners will gather information and bring back to the June 
meeting 

 
3.) REZ 1519 – Discussion on Township initiated Rezoning  

A discussion was held on several areas in the township with problem in spots in zoning. 
Woodruff will send out notices and prepare for public hearing at the June meeting. 
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Planning Commission                                                                                                May 18, 2011 
 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
None  
 
Extended Public Comment 
No comments were offered. 
 
Adjournment 
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY:                               _______________________________________ 

                                                                                 Alex Fuller, Secretary 
 
 
(Recorded by Kathy Blizzard) 
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MARIHUANA DISPENSARY AND MARIHUANA GROWING FACILITY LICENSES  
 
A. Purpose 

 
The purpose of this section is to regulate the location, but not exclude the use and handling of the 
medical use of marihuana consistent with the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, (MMMA) MCL 
333.26421 et seq by designating the specific locations for the medical use of marihuana.  Under 
no circumstances is the use or handling of marihuana inconsistent with the Michigan Medical 
Marihuana Act permissible in the Charter Township of Union.  In creating these regulations, the 
Charter Township of Union acknowledges that the majority of voters in Michigan have found 
and declared that medical research has discovered beneficial uses for marihuana in treating or 
alleviating the pain, nausea, and other symptoms associated with a variety of debilitating medical 
conditions; that legalizing the medical use of marihuana will have the practical effect of 
protecting from arrest the vast majority of seriously ill people who have a medical need for that 
use; and that, although federal law currently prohibits any use of marihuana except under very 
limited circumstances, states are not required to enforce federal law or prosecute people for 
engaging in activities prohibited by federal law.  
 
While the Charter Township of Union defers to these findings, it recognizes that there are some 
uses which, by their very nature, present the potential for deleterious effects upon adjacent 
residential and commercial areas.  It is the further intent of this Ordinance to comply with the 
Michigan Medical Marihuana Act while protecting the health, safety and welfare of persons in 
the community and to address and minimize reasonably anticipated secondary effects upon 
members of the public that would include but are not limited to: danger to law enforcement and 
other members of the public; increases in criminal activity; and installation of plumbing and 
electrical facilities that create dangerous conditions.  The Charter Township of Union also 
recognizes that the regulation of the use and handling of  marihuana for medical use is necessary 
to minimize these risks while insuring that  marihuana is available to persons registered under 
the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act.  
 
B. Definitions 
 

As used in this Ordinance, the following words and phrases are defined as follows:  
 
1. Act means the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act being MCL 333.26421, et seq.   

 
2. Code means any code or ordinance adopted by the Township.   

 
3. Department means the Michigan Department of Community Health.  

 
4. Debilitating Medical Condition shall have the same meaning as is set forth in the Act.   
 



 

2 
 

5. Enclosed Locked Facility means a closet, room, or other enclosed area equipped with 
locks or other security devices that permit access only by a Primary Caregiver or 
Qualifying Patient, built in a manner consistent with applicable building and property 
maintenance codes.  

 
6. Marihuana means that term as defined in Section 7106 of the Public Health Code, 1978 

PA 368 being MCL 333.7106.  
 
7. Marihuana Club means a location where an association or organization, whose purpose is 

to educate members regarding the medical use of marihuana, whose relationships are of a 
transitional nature involving three or more unrelated persons, meets.  The term 
Marihuana Club does not include those medical marihuana accessory uses conditionally 
permitted by Section 8.2.F. of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance, which occur in 
dwelling units.  
 

8. Marihuana Dispensary means any structure or building  where marihuana is transferred, 
delivered, acquired or sold to Qualifying Patients pursuant to the MMMA. The term 
Marihuana Dispensary does not include those medical marihuana accessory uses 
conditionally permitted by Section 8.2.F. of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance, which 
occur in dwelling units. 
 

9. Marihuana Growing Facility means any structure or building where marihuana is 
cultivated or manufactured for Qualifying Patients pursuant to the MMMA. The term 
Marihuana Growing Facility does not include those medical marihuana accessory uses 
conditionally permitted by Section 8.2.F. of the Township’s Zoning Ordinance, which 
occur in dwelling units. 
 

10. Medical Use of Marihuana means the acquisition, possession, cultivation, manufacture, 
use, internal possession, delivery, transfer, or transportation of marihuana or 
paraphernalia relating to the administration of marihuana to treat or alleviate a registered 
Qualifying Patient’s debilitating medical condition or symptoms associated with the 
debilitating medical condition.   

 
11. Person means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, club, joint venture, 

estate, trust, governmental unit, and any other group or combination acting as a unit, and 
the individuals constituting such group or unit.  

 
12. Primary Caregiver means a person who is at least twenty-one (21) years old and who has 

agreed to assist with a Qualifying Patient's medical use of marihuana and who has never 
been convicted of a felony involving illegal drugs and is currently registered pursuant to 
the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, MCL 333.26421 et seq. 

 
13. Qualifying Patient means a person who has been diagnosed by a physician as having a 

debilitating medical condition and is currently  registered pursuant to the Michigan 
Medical Marihuana Act, MCL 333.26421 et seq. . 
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14. Registry Identification Card means the non-transferable confidential document issued by 
the Department that identifies a person as a Qualifying Patient or Primary Caregiver.   
 

15. School means any public or private institution of learning, elementary through secondary 
(K-12) and any preschool.   

 
16. Township means the Charter Township of Union.   
 
17. Usable marihuana means the dried leaves and flowers of the marihuana plant, and any 

mixture or preparation thereof, but does not include the seeds, stalks, and roots of the 
plant. 
 

18. Written Certification means a document signed by a physician, stating the patient's 
debilitating medical condition and stating that, in the physician's professional opinion, the 
patient is likely to receive therapeutic or palliative benefit from the medical use of 
marihuana to treat or alleviate the patient's debilitating medical condition or symptoms 
associated with the debilitating medical condition. 

 
19. Zoning Official means an individual appointed by the Township Board delegated to 

administer the Charter Township of Union Zoning Ordinance. 
 
License Required 
 
A Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility shall not operate in the Charter 
Township of Union without first obtaining a license from the Zoning Administrator pursuant to 
the requirements of this Ordinance.  The licensing requirements set forth in this Ordinance shall 
be in addition to, and not in lieu of, any other licensing and/or permitting requirements imposed 
by  state, or local law.  A license granted under this Ordinance shall be valid for a period of one 
(1) year from the date the license was originally issued.   
 
License Application 
 
1. An applicant, shall submit to the Zoning Official, along with the License Application,  

the following: 
 
a. The address of the proposed location of the Marihuana Dispensary or Marihuana 

Growing Facility. 
 

 
b. Name(s) and address(es) of the owner(s) of the Marihuana Dispensary and/or 

Marihuana Growing Facility.  
 

c. If the owner(s) of the Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility 
is not an individual, the name(s) and address(es) of any and all officer(s), 
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director(s) and of any and all individuals(s) holding an ownership interest in the 
entity. 

 
d. Name and address of all physicians who will render services on the premises of 

the Marihuana Dispensary. 
 
e. A valid and current certificate of occupancy issued by the Building Official after 

all necessary inspections have been conducted, which may include but are not 
limited to electrical inspection, plumbing inspection and the mechanical 
inspection. 

 
f. A copy of the Marihuana Dispensary and/or Cultivation Facility Articles of 

Incorporation and By-laws.  
 

g. Name and address of the business manager(s) of the Marihuana Dispensary and/or 
Marihuana Growing Facility if the manager(s) is someone other than the 
owner(s).   

 
h. A signed release on a form included with the Application form permitting the 

Isabella County Sheriff Department to perform a criminal background check to 
ascertain whether any person named on the application has been convicted of a 
misdemeanor involving any controlled substance or any felony under Michigan 
law, or the law of any other state or the United States.   

 
i. Proof of ownership or legal right to possession of the premises upon which the 

Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility will be operating at 
the time the application is submitted.  If the premises upon which the Marihuana 
Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility is located will be leased, the 
application shall include written consent by the owner of the property permitting 
the premises to be used for a Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing 
Facility.   

 
j. An operating/business plan for the proposed Marihuana Dispensary and/or 

Marihuana Growing Facility which includes the  following: 
 

i. For a Marihuana Dispensary, a written statement that will be 
conspicuously posted on the premises and provided to Qualifying Patients 
and Primary Caregivers, which includes the following: 

 
1. A description of the potential side effects of marihuana; and  
2. A description of the Marihuana Dispensary’s means of educating 

Qualifying Patient(s) and Primary Caregiver(s) on the right to 
engage in the medical use of marihuana; and  

3. The licensee’s policy to refuse service.  
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ii. A description of the activities that will be undertaken on the premises 
including all products and services to be offered.   

 
 

iii. Description of the means the Marihuana Dispensary shall employ to safely 
dispense marihuana.   

 
k. For Marihuana Growing Facilities, a certificate signed by a qualified professional 

indicating that equipment necessary to handle heating, ventilation and air balance 
requirements has been installed to prevent the growth of harmful mold or other 
conditions harmful to individuals inside the facility. 
 

l. A floor plan, drawn to scale, showing the layout of the premises upon which the 
Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility will be operating and 
the principal uses of the floor area depicted.   

 
m. Proof that the Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility has 

developed, and will maintain on the premises, or has entered into a contractual 
relationship with an outside resource, to provide on-site training curriculum 
capable of meeting employee training needs which includes, but is not limited to, 
professional conduct, ethics and patient confidentiality.  Upon completion of the 
on-site training, the Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility 
shall submit to the Zoning Official an affidavit signed by every employee 
verifying the employee has completed the training. 

 

n. A signed hold harmless agreement which protects the the Charter Township of 
Union.  

o. Proof of payment of property taxes on the site to be licensed. 
p. Payment of all applicable fees as established by resolution of the Township Board 

and published in the Township Schedule of Fees.   
q.  

 
2. An applicant shall not be indebted or obligated in any manner to the Township 

except for current taxes or current special assessments.  However, if the applicant is 
otherwise qualified pursuant to the provisions of this Ordinance and the Township’s 
Zoning Ordinance, and is currently subject to a Township approved payment plan 
for payment of an outstanding amount owed to the Township, and is current on 
payments under such plan, the applicant may be issued a license, in the discretion of 
the Township.  In such event, the license shall state that it is subject to a payment 
plan and conditioned upon strict compliance with such payment plan.  

 
Nature of License  
 
1. A Marihuana Dispensary location or Marihuana Growing Facility location that has been 
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issued a license pursuant to this Ordinance shall not be subject to penalty by the Charter 
Township of Union, solely for the medical use of marihuana, which is in accordance with 
this Ordinance,  all other applicable Charter Township of Union ordinances, the Medical 
Marihuana Act and the Administrative Rules of the Michigan Department of Community 
Health, as they ma be amended from time to time.   

2. A license issued pursuant to this Ordinance  shall be specific to the Marihuana 
Dispensary or Marihuana Growing Facility site,  does not run with the parcel, is not 
transferable and shall expire one (1) year after the date it is issued.  If the Marihuana 
Dispensary or Marihuana Growing Facility changes locations or ownership, a new 
application must be filed and all requirements for the issuance of a new license met.   The 
license may be subject to terms and conditions as the Zoning Official deems necessary to 
carry out the terms, conditions, and intent of this Ordinance. 

3. A  license shall not be issued if any person required under this Ordinance to be named on 
the application has been convicted of a misdemeanor involving any controlled substance 
or any felony under Michigan law, or the law of any other state of the United States. 
  

4. The license requirement in this Ordinance applies to all Marihuana Dispensaries and 
Marihuana Growing Facilities that exist on the effective date of this Ordinance or are 
established after the effective date of this Ordinance. 

5. To the extent the State of Michigan adopts additional or stricter laws or regulations 
governing the medical use of marihuana, the additional or stricter laws or regulations 
shall control the establishment or operation of any Marihuana Dispensary and/or 
Marihuana Growing Facility in the Township.  Compliance with any applicable state law 
or regulation shall be deemed an additional requirement for issuance, denial, or 
maintenance of any license under this Ordinance, and non-compliance with any 
applicable state law or regulation shall be grounds for revocation or suspension of any 
license issued hereunder.   

6. Any location subject to a Licensepursuant to this Ordinance may be required to 
demonstrate, upon demand by the Township or by local law enforcement officer, that the 
source and quantity of marihuana on the  property upon which a Marihuana Dispensary 
and/or Marihuana Growing Facility is located is in full compliance with any applicable 
state law or regulation.  

7. Both a license pursuant to this Ordinance and a Zoning Permit pursuant to the Charter 
Township of Union’s Zoning Ordinance are required for a Marihuana Dispensary and 
Marihuana Growing Facility. 

8. The issuance of a license pursuant to this Ordinance shall not create an exception, 
defense, or immunity from state or federal prosecution or forfeiture of property..   

 
 
License Requirements 
 
A Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility that obtains a license pursuant to 
this Ordinance, shall: 
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1. Prohibit persons under the age of eighteen (18)  from entering the business unless they 
possess a Registry Identification Card or the equivalent, and the person is accompanied 
by their Primary Caregiver.   
 

2. Limit all activity related to the Marihuana Dispensary or Marihuana Growing Facility 
within an enclosed structure, to ensure that  no activity is  visible from the exterior of the 
building.   
 

3. Operate only between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., including deliveries to and 
from the premises. 
 

4. Keep all marihuana in any form within an enclosed locked facility so that the marihuana 
is not  visible from any location outside of the building. 
 

5. Monitor and secure the premises twenty-four (24) hours per day by security measures 
that include at a minimum: 

 
a. Installation and use of security cameras to continuously monitor and record all 

areas of the premises upon which the Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana 
Growing Facility will be operating. Recordings from security cameras shall be 
maintained in a secure off-site location.   

 
b. Any marihuana kept at the Marihuana Dispensary or Marihuana Growing Facility 

premises overnight shall be secured in a safe.  The safe must be permanently fixed 
to the premises. 

 
6. Limit the entrance to a Marihuana Dispensary or Marihuana Growing Facility to a single 

secure entrance with security measures to deter and prevent theft of marihuana, diversion 
of marihuana to illicit markets and unauthorized entrance into a structure. 
 

7. Prominently display the License on the premises.  
 

8. Prominently display on the premises of a Marihuana Dispensary a written statement 
which includes the following: 

a. A description of potential side effects of marihuana; and  
b. A description of the Marihuana Dispensary’s means of educating Qualified 

Patient(s) and Primary Caregiver(s) on the right to engage in the medical use of 
marihuana; and  

c. The Dispensary’s policy to refuse service.  
 

9. Operate in compliance with any and all laws, rules and regulations administered by the 
Isabella County Health Department and any other applicable state requirements if a 
Marihuana Dispensary prepares food for human consumption on site.  
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10. Package the useable marihuana with a label that includesna, the name of the Marihuana 
Dispensary, the delivery date, dollar amount, weight, and a statement that: 

 
This product is for medical use and not for resale and is manufactured without any 
regulatory oversight for health, safety or efficacy. 
 

11. Prohibit the ingestion, smoking or other consumption of controlled substances, including 
marihuana, on the Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility property. 

 

12. Refrain from emitting odors emanating from marihuana beyond the building. 
 

13. Refrain from growing, cultivating and manufacturing marihuana on the property of a 
Marihuana Dispensary. 

 
14. Refrain from transferring, delivering, acquiring, supplying, selling or dispensing  

marihuana on the property of a Marihuana Growing Facility. 
 
15. Limit all light trespass from lights used in the cultivation  ofmarihuana at a Marihuana 

Growing Facility. 
 

16. Prohibit any person on the premises of a Marihuana Dispensary or Marihuana Growing 
Facility unless they: 

 
a. Possess a Registry Identification Card or the equivalent; 
b. Assist a Qualifying Patient in the use or administration of marihuana;  
c. Are an owner of the premises or an employee of the Marihuana Dispensary or 

Marihuana Growing Facility; or 
d. Are a service worker engaged in maintenance activities, postal delivery or law 

enforcement, emergency personnel and/or zoning personnel. 
 
 
 
 
 
Location Requirements  

 
1. A Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility shall not be located on the 

same parcel as a dwelling unit. 
 
2. The parcel on which a Marihuana Dispensary is located shall be situated at least one 

thousand (1000) feet from the parcel on which another Marihuana Dispensary, a Medical 
Marihuana Grow Facility, or a Marihuana Club is located, as measured between property 
lines. 

 

3. The parcel on which a Marihuana Dispensary is located shall be situated at least five 
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hundred (500) feet from a residential zoning district or a parcel on which a church, house 
of worship, school, licensed day care, community center or public park is located as 
measured between property lines or a property line and zoning district boundary when 
applicable  

 
4. The parcel on which a Marihuana Growing Facility is located shall be situated at least 

one-thousand five hundred (1500) feet from the parcel on which another Marihuana 
Growing Facility, a Marihuana Dispensary, or a Marihuana Club is located, as measured 
between property lines. 

5.  The parcel on which a Marihuana Growing Facility is located shall be situated at least 
one-thousand (1000) feet from a residential zoning district or a parcel on which a church, 
house of worship, school, licensed day care, community center or public park is located 
as measured between property lines or a property line and zoning district boundary when 
applicable.   

  
Inspections  
 
Marihuana Dispensaries and Marihuana Growing Facilities shall: 
 
1. Prior to opening, be inspected by the Township to confirm that all necessary building, 

electrical, plumbing and mechanical permits have been obtained. 
 

2. Be inspected quarterly by the Township to confirm compliance with the  Township’s 
Ordinances and the Act. 

3. Be inspected only during reasonable hours by the Township or their designee with the 
exception of probable cause inspections. 

 
4. Be notified of the date and time of the inspection by first class mail at least thirty (30) 

days prior to the inspection date.  Property owners shall be responsible for informing 
tenants of the inspection notice.  
 

5. Be permitted to be inspected without prior notice if the Township has probable cause to 
believe that there exists, on the premises, a condition that makes the premises unsafe or 
there is evidence that an ordinance violation may exist.   

 
6. Acknowledge that if access to the property or premises is denied, the Township may, 

upon showing probable cause exists for the inspection and for the issuance of an order 
directing compliance with the inspection requirements of this Ordinance, petition and 
obtain such order from a court which has jurisdiction.   

 
7. Be issued a violation notice by the Township if a code violation exists.  The licensee shall 

be advised of the time period to correct the violation(s).  If upon inspection of the 
premises the Township determines that a violation presents an immediate threat to the 
health, safety or welfare of the public, the violation shall be corrected immediately and 
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operation of the Marihuana Dispensary or Marihuana Growing Facility can not resume 
until reinspection and approval by the Township. 
 

8. Be subject to reinspection of the premises upon correction of a violation on the date 
specified in the violation notice or sooner if requested by the licensee and if Township 
scheduling permits. 
 

9. Permit the Township to inspect its records ensuring that transfers of marihuana quantities 
do not exceed the maximum amount allowed under the Act.  Said records shall be 
redacted to insure confidentiality, anonymity, and privacy to Qualifying Patients and 
Primary Caregivers. 
 

10. The Zoning Official and their designee are authorized to conduct inspections in the 
manner prescribed in this Ordinance.  
 
 

Enforcement 
 

Enforcement of this Ordinance shall be the responsibility of the Zoning Official. 
 

Suspension and Revocation 
 
1. The Zoning Official may suspend or revoke any license issued under the provisions of 

this Ordinance upon any of the following findings: 
 
a. A violation of any of the regulations or provisions outlined within this Ordinance 

or any other applicable Charter Township of Union Ordinance, the MMMA and 
the Administrative Rules of the Michigan  Department of Community  Health, as 
they may be amended from time to time. 

 
b. Operation of a Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility in an 

unlawful manner or in such a manner contrary to the public health, safety and 
welfare. 

 
c. An attempt by a licensee to transfer the license to another or to use the same 

improperly.   
 

d. The information provided to the Township was falsified, incomplete, and/or 
inaccurate.   

 
e. If the operation of a Marihuana Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility is 

held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction.   
 
f. Abandonment of the premises upon which the Marihuana Dispensary and/or 

Marihuana Growing Facility is operating.  For the purpose of this section, the 
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cessation of the use of the property for two (2) months or more and a clear intent 
by the licensee to abandon the use shall constitute abandonment. 

 
g. Conviction, of any person required to be named on the application, of a crime 

which, if occurring prior to submittal of the application, could have been cause for 
denial of the license application. 

 
h. Temporary or permanent closure, or other sanction of the business, by the 

Township, or by the County, or State Public Health Department or other 
governmental entity with jurisdiction, for failure to comply with health and safety 
provisions of this Ordinance or other applicable law. 

 
2. Upon serving notice on the licensee of a license suspension by the Zoning Official, all 

activity related to the medical use of marihuana at the property upon which a Marihuana 
Dispensary and/or Marihuana Growing Facility is conducted shall cease immediately. 
 

3. A Person aggrieved by the suspension of a license shall have the right to a hearing before 
the Township Manager, provided that a written request thereof is filed with the Township 
Manager within five (5) business days of the receipt of the notice of license suspension.  
The hearing shall be conducted within five (5) business days from receipt of the notice by 
the Township Manager provided scheduling permits.  The Township Manager shall, after 
the holding a hearing, reinstate, reinstate with conditions, or revoke the license.  Any 
decision made by the Township Manager shall be final.  No person or entity whose 
license has been revoked shall be eligible to receive another license to operate within the 
Township for two (2) years from the date of the license revocation. 

 
Appeals and Exceptions 
 
1. Appeals.  Any Person aggrieved by a decision relating to the enforcement of this 

Ordinance, other than a suspension of the Zoning Official, may appeal such decision to 
the Township Manager.  Such appeal shall be filed in writing and given to the office of 
the Township Manager within fifteen (15) business days from the date of the decision.  
The Township Manager may reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, or may modify the 
order, requirement, interpretation, or decision of the Zoning Official. 

 
2. Exceptions. Whenever the strict application of the requirements of this Ordinance would 

accomplish a result contrary to same, an appeal for an exception from such requirements 
may be filed with the Zoning Official on a form provided for such purpose.  The Zoning 
Official may except a provision of this Ordinance only after determining that unique 
conditions exist where an exception would not adversely impact neighboring properties 
and could not be addressed by other methods proscribed by this Ordinance, and is 
otherwise satisfactory, complies with the intent of this Ordinance, and is not detrimental 
to the public health, safety, and welfare.   

 
Violations and Penalties 
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1. A Person who violates any provision of this Ordinance, or any condition of an approval 
granted pursuant to this Ordinance is responsible for a municipal civil infraction, subject 
to payment of a civil fine of $75.00, plus costs including all direct and indirect expenses 
incurred by the Township in connection with the municipal civil infraction.  However, in 
no case shall costs of less than $9.00 or more than $500.00 be ordered.   
  

2. In addition to the issuance of a municipal civil infraction, the Sheriff’s Department, the 
Zoning Official, or the Zoning Official’s designee, shall have the authority to issue a cease 
and desist order for any operation found to be in violation of any of the terms of this 
Ordinance, other Township Ordinances, the MMMA or Administrative Rules of the 
Michigan Department of Community Health. 
 

3. The imposition of the penalties herein prescribed shall not preclude any Township official 
from instituting appropriate action to restrain, correct, remove, or otherwise abate a 
violation of this Ordinance. 

 
Severability 
 
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, or part of this Ordinance shall for any reason be adjudged by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or 
invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, 
sentence, paragraph or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment 
is rendered. 
 
Repeal. 
 
All ordinances or parts of ordinances of the Charter Township of Union inconsistent herein are 
hereby repealed so far as they may be inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
Effective Date. 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect on _________________, 2011. 
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Isabella County: 

SECTION 3.30 YARD OR GARAGE SALES  
Yard or garage shall be permitted up to two times per year provided the following conditions 
are met:  
A.  
The yard or garage sale shall not operate for more than four days in any given month.  
 
B.  
All signs advertising the sales shall not be displayed more than three days before the first 
day of the sale or more than one day after the final day of the sale.  
 

City of Mt Pleasant: 

 (9)     Garage sales are permitted provided they meet the following standards: 

               (a)     Sales last no longer than three days. 

               (b)     Sales are held no more than twice yearly. 

               (c)     Sales are conducted on the owner's property. Multiple-family sales are permitted 
if they are held on the property of one of the participants. 

               (d)     No goods purchased for resale may be offered for sale. 

               (e)     Directional signs may be placed in the street right-of-way in front of the property 
where the sale is located. 

               (f)     All directional and advertising signs shall be free-standing and removed after 
completion of the sale. 

               (g)     All directional and advertising signs placed on private property shall have the 
owner's permission. 

               (h)     No directional or advertising signs may be larger than 300 square inches. 

 




